THE   GREAT   WAR   OF   1914-1918
powerful bodies of German industrialists who desired
fresh sources of cheap raw materials, and new markets
for their manufactured goods. In 1882 they had
formed a Dentscher Kolonialverein, followed two
years later by a larger and more aggressive Gesell-
schaji filr deutsche Kolonisation. Bismarck had paid
no attention to the first organisation: extra-European
matters did not interest him. But in 1884 he was
busy trying to embroil France with Great Britain,
and he saw in these colonial schemes a means to
achieve that end. Hence with his encouragement
and support, within the space of twelve months,
German adventurers seized and claimed possession
of 'Liideritzland' (South-West Africa), Togoland,
the Cameroons, and East Africa. Next year (1885)
expansion in the Pacific began. A New Guinea
company was founded which before the end of the
century had added island to island until nearly a
quarter of a million square miles of Pacific territory-
had been brought under German control. Finally,
in 1897, Kiao-Chau was 'leased' from China.
These overseas dominions, together with the
commerce that they were intended to create, necessi-
tated the formation of a large merchant fleet, and
this again required for its protection a powerful
imperial navy. The Kaiser's third great project was
the building of this invincible battle-fleet. *The
trident must be in our hand,' he said in 1897. 'Our
future lies on the water/ he repeated the following
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